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 TITLE 5 
 

 HEALTH AND SANITATION 

 

Chapters: 

 

 5.04 Maintenance of Real Property 

 5.08 Littering 

 5.12 Solid Waste Collection 

 5.16 Northwest Arkansas Solid Waste Authority 

  

 

 CHAPTER 5.04 

 

 MAINTENANCE OF REAL PROPERTY 

 

Sections: 

 

 5.04.01 Unsightly or unsanitary conditions on real property 

 5.04.02 Definitions 

 5.04.03 Fencing of junk material 

 5.04.04 Notice required 

 5.04.05 Notification of unknown real property owner 

5.04.06 Enforcement of lien and collection  of costs  

 

 5.04.01 Unsightly or unsanitary conditions on real property.  All property owners and or 

residents within the City of Decatur, Arkansas, are hereby required to cut weeds, grass, remove 

garbage, rubbish, and other unsanitary and unsightly articles including abandoned or junk motor 

vehicles, machinery of any description, furniture, appliances, or building material. Property 

owners or residents must eliminate, fill in, or otherwise remove stagnant pools of water or any 

other unsanitary thing, place, or condition which might become a breeding place for mosquitoes, 

flies, or germs harmful to the health of the community. Residency shall be defined as having one 

or more utility bills (water, electric, gas, internet, cable, or other) in the name of an individual 

that uses the property as his or her primary place of abode. (Ord. No. 19-02, Sec. 1.) 

 

 5.04.02 Definitions For the purpose of this ordinance, abandoned or junk is defined as 

any item that is in a state of disrepair or inoperable; any item that is in a state of disrepair or 

inoperable; any item that has outlived its usefulness in its original manufactured form; any item 

that is discarded; or, in the case of a motor vehicle, one that is incapable of moving under its own 

power, even though it has a charged battery, fuel in the fuel tank, and has not been moved for a 

period in excess of 45 days.  (Ord. No. 90-02B, Sec. 2.) 
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 5.04.03 Fencing of junk material All abandoned or junk motor vehicles, abandoned or 

junk machinery of any description, abandoned or junk household furniture, abandoned or junk 

household appliances, abandoned or junk building material or other unsightly articles shall be 

enclosed in a building or enclosed by either a tight board that is at least eight feet high, with 

cracks of not more than one-half inch between the boards, or an eight-foot fence may be 

constructed of corrugated, galvanized iron, aluminum, or a chain link fence with all squares 

covered with metal slats that are constructed for such purpose.  All such fences shall be 

maintained in a good condition of repair and be well-painted at all times.  (Ord. No. 90-02B, Sec. 

3.) 

 

 5.04.04 Notice required   If the owner(s) or resident(s) of any real property within the city 

limits of Decatur, after giving 10 days’ notice in writing by an authorized official, shall not 

correct the violations of this ordinance identified in the notice, the Chief of Police is hereby 

authorized to enter the property to cut any grass or weeds or other vegetation, and to remove any 

abandoned or junk items, and to correct any and all unsanitary conditions. The cost of any 

mowing, cleaning, or other action necessary to correct the violations of the ordinance shall be 

charged against the owner and or resident of the premises and shall constitute a lien on the 

property.  

 

Notice may be in the form of an authorized officer posting the notice on the door of the house 

located on the property (if any), or by sending the notice via certified mail, return receipt 

requested to the last address of record of the property owner. The time for the ten days’ notice 

shall begin running from the date the letter is either posted or placed in the US Mail.  

 

The authorized officer at his or her discretion may grant a 10 day extension to correct the 

violation of the ordinance. Written notice of the extension shall be delivered to the address in the 

same manner as the original notice of violation.  (Ord. No. 19-02, Sec. 4) 

 

 5.04.05 Notification of unknown real property owner. In case the owner of any lot or 

other real property is unknown or his whereabouts are not known or he is a nonresident of this 

state, a copy of the written notice herein above referred to shall be posted upon the premises and 

before any action to enforce the lien shall be had, the City Recorder shall make an affidavit 

setting out the facts as to unknown address or whereabouts of nonresidents, and service of 

publication as now provided for by law against nonresident defendant may be had and an 

attorney ad litem shall be appointed to notify the defendant by registered letter addressed to his 

last known place of residence if same can be found. (Ord. No. 90-02B, Sec. 6.) 

 

 5.04.06 Enforcement of lien and collection of costs.  The lien herein provided for may be 

enforced and collected in either one of the following manners: 

 

A. The lien may be enforced at any time within eighteen (18) months after work has 

been done, by an action in the Chancery Court; or 
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 B. The amount of the lien herein provided by may be determined at a hearing before 

the City Council of the city of Decatur, Arkansas, held after thirty (30) days' 

written notice by certified mail to the owner or owners of the property, if the 

name and whereabouts of the owner or owners be known, and if the name of the 

owner or owners cannot be determined, then after publication of notice of such 

hearing in a newspaper having a bona fide circulation in Benton County, 

Arkansas, for one (1) insertion per week for four (4) consecutive weeks and the 

amount so determined at said hearing, plus ten percent (10%) penalty for 

collection, shall be certified by the City Council of the city of Decatur, Arkansas, 

to the Benton County Tax Collector, and by him placed on the tax books as 

delinquent taxes, and collected accordingly, and the amount, less three percent 

(3%) thereof, when so collected shall be paid to the city of Decatur, Arkansas.  

(Ord. No. 90-02B, Sec. 7.)  

   

STATE LAW REFERENCE - See A.C.A. 14-54-901 - 14-54-904 

 

 

CHAPTER 5.08 

 

LITTERING 
Sections: 

 

 5.08.01 Littering illegal 

 5.08.02 Fine 

 

 5.08.01 Littering illegal From and after the passage and approval of this ordinance it shall 

be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to place, dispose, or otherwise permit to be 

located upon, in, on, or about any public street, sidewalk, alley or public thoroughfare or any 

private or public property adjacent thereto any litter, refuse, or debris.  (Ord. No. D-21, Sec. 1.) 

 

 5.08.02 Fine Any violation of this ordinance shall be deemed a misdemeanor, and upon 

conviction thereof, the violator of this ordinance shall be fined in a sum not to exceed $25.00 

together with costs.  (Ord. No. D. 21, Sec. 2.) 
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CHAPTER 5.12 

 

SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
Sections: 

 

 5.12.01 Rates 

 

 5.12.01 Rates That Ordinance 08-07 is hereby repealed (and any all other ordinances that 

may be in conflict with this ordinance are repealed) and the new rates for trash pick up are 

hereby ordained to be those as stated in the contract entered into between Decatur and Waste 

Management, Inc., on January 14, 2019, and any duly authorized subsequent modifications of 

said contract, or automatic changes to the rates as described in said contract;  

 

The City of Decatur is responsible for all billing and collection for trash collection services, and 

said billing and collection takes the time and resources of City employees, it is hereby ordained 

as follows:  

 

The city of Decatur shall collect from each trash customer an administrative fee equal to 10% of 

the total amount charged for residential trash service charged by Waste Management, Inc., (or its 

successors and or assigns) per month per trash customer. Said fee shall be calculated by using the 

trash rate for the previous month.  (Ord. No. 19-03) 
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 CHAPTER 5.16 

 

NORTHWEST ARKANSAS SOLID WASTE AUTHORITY 

 

 

Sections: 

 

 5.16.01 Membership 

 5.16.02 Authorization 

 5.16.03 Fees 

 5.16.04 Powers 

 5.16.05 Directors 

 5.16.06 Initial membership amended 

 

 5.16.01 Membership That the city of Decatur, Arkansas, shall join in the Northwest 

Arkansas Solid Waste Authority, along with the following counties, cities, and towns: 

Washington County, Avoca, Gentry, Lowell, Elm Springs, Fayetteville, Johnson, Lincoln, 

Rogers, Siloam Springs, Springdale, Tontitown, and West Fork.  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 1.) 

 

 5.16.02 Authorization That the city of Decatur, Arkansas, is hereby authorized to become 

a member of the Northwest Arkansas Solid Waste Authority.  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 2.) 

 

 5.16.03 Fees That the Mayor is authorized to pay the necessary fees to become a member 

of the Authority.  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 3.) 

 

 5.16.04 Powers That the powers of such authority shall be as follows: 

 

 A. To own, acquire, construct, reconstruct, extend, equip, improve, operate, 

maintain, sell lease, contract, concerning or otherwise deal in or dispose of any 

real property, personal property or mixed property of any and every kind that can 

be used or that will be useful in the controlling, collecting, storing, removing, 

handling, reducing, disposing of, treating, and otherwise dealing in and 

concerning solid wastes including, without limitation, property that can be used or 

that will be useful in extracting, converting to steam (including the acquisition, 

handling, storage, and utilization of coal, lignite, or other fuels of any kind or 

water that can be used or that will be useful in converting solid wastes to steam) 

and distributing such steam to users thereof, or otherwise separating and preparing 

solid wastes for reuse. 
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 B. To have perpetual succession as a body politic and corporate and to adopt bylaws 

for the regulation of the affairs and the conduct of its business, and to prescribe 

rules, regulations and policies in connection with the performance of its functions 

and duties. 

 

 C. To adopt an official seal and alter the same at pleasure. 

 

 D. To maintain an office at such place or places as it may determine. 

 

 E. To sue and be sued in its own name, and to plead and be impleaded. 

 

 F. To make and execute contracts and other instruments necessary or convenient in  

  the exercise of the powers and functions of the authority under Act 699 of 1979,  

  including contracts with persons, firms, corporations, and others. 

 

 G. To apply to the appropriate agencies of the state, the United States or any state 

thereof, and to any other proper agency for such permits, licenses, certificates or 

approvals as may be necessary, and to construct, maintain and operate projects in 

accordance with, and to obtain, hold and use, such licenses, permits, certificates, 

or approvals in the same manner as any other person or operating unit of any 

other person. 

 

 H. To employ engineers, architects, attorneys, real estate counselors, appraisers, 

financial advisors and such other consultants and employees as may be required in 

the judgment of the authority and to fix and pay their compensation from funds 

available to the authority therefore.  

 

 I. To purchase all kinds of insurance including, but not limited to, insurance against  

  tort liability, business interruption and/or risks of damage to property. 

 

 J. To fix, charge and collect rents, fees and charges for the use of any project or  

  portion thereof, or for steam produced therefrom. 

 

 K. To accomplish projects as authorized by Act 699 of 1979 and the ordinances  

  creating the authority. 

 

 L. To distribute steam produced by a project to any person, municipality, or county. 

 

 M. To buy, sell, exchange, own and generally deal in real property, improved and  

  unimproved, and building of every class and description. 

 

 N. To pledge or hypothecate any and all property of the authority, both real, personal 

and mixed, owned or leased by the authority for cash, or credit and time payment 

and to generally finance any property, both real, personal and mixed, sold or 

leased by this authority. 
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 O. To issue tax-exempt bonds pursuant to the terms and provisions authorized in Act  

  699 of 1979 and amendments thereto. 

 

 P. To do any and all other acts and things necessary, convenient or desirable to carry 

  out the purposes, and to exercise the powers granted to the authority herein. 

  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 4.) 

 

 5.16.05 Directors That the number of directors of such authority and the voting rights of 

each member shall be as follows: 

 

 The number of directors constituting the board of directors of the authority shall be the 

same as the number of members of the authority, with each member entitled to place one director 

on the board of directors of the authority.  Each such director shall be entitled to one vote on all 

matters relating to the affairs of the authority.  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 5.) 

 

 5.16.06 Initial membership amended That the application of the initial members of the 

Northwest Arkansas Solid Waste Authority be amended to include the city of Decatur, Arkansas, 

as a member and that the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized to sign the amended 

application.  (Ord. No. 80-2, Sec. 6.) 
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